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The increasing frequency and magnitude of extreme events are taking a heavy toll on farmlands, rangelands, 
fisheries and forests. Fears about food security have returned amidst the spectrum of recurring food price spikes 
and significant rises in overall food prices.
Forty percent of children under five (approximately 200 million children) in developing countries are stunted; an 
irreversible condition that, due to chronic malnutrition, affects their brain development as well as their height – and 
means they will never reach their full potential. 
Escalating food prices have brought people into the streets in many food importing countries. Tensions due to 
migration have increased and will continue to do so if we do not take action. People are migrating because higher 
food prices, if not matched by income increases, push them back into poverty.
So how do we feed a growing population without continuing to place irrevocable stress on our natural resources? 
How can we manage global food production methods to ensure that they are both secure and sustainable? And 
how can we improve levels of nutrition and health so that they contribute towards reducing rural poverty globally? 
These are the questions that CGIAR- the world’s leading agricultural research partnership, seeks to contribute 
towards and ultimately solve.
How will CGIAR address these challenges? 
 • CGIAR is the only global agricultural research body producing world-class science to meet the  
  specific needs of poor smallholder farmers in developing countries. 
 • The results of CGIAR research are considered global public goods—including improved crop  
  varieties, sustainable farming methods, incisive policy analysis and new knowledge—that are  
  freely available to all and adaptable to local needs and conditions.
 • CGIAR’s genebanks safeguard the world’s largest and most diverse crop seed collections   
  indispensable to future food security, containing genes that confer pest and disease resistance  
  and tolerance to heat, cold, flooding, drought and other stresses.
 • CGIAR focuses on strategic partnerships and gender equality to ensure that research benefits and  
  empowers the poor, especially female farmers and other rural women.
The science of agriculture is rapidly changing and CGIAR is not only scaling-up existing science but also 
committing to the big ideas, the real innovations and foresight coming out of research. 
A few examples of on the ground impact CGIAR research does, and will have:
 • By 2035, research on rice will increase farmers’ yields and lower prices for poor consumers, lifting  
  150 million people out of poverty and reducing the number of undernourished people in Asia by 62  
  million.
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 • By 2020, 12 million households in Africa will have access to sustainable irrigation, due to improved  
  research on water, land and ecosystems.
 • By 2018, 50 million people will have access to staple food crops specifically bred to be rich in key  
  vitamins and minerals – namely, iron, zinc or vitamin A – in an effort to combat malnutrition.
 • By 2022, fish production and fish farm employment will increase by 30% in Egypt, doubling the  
  productivity of more than 6,000 fish farms.
Partnerships also play a key role in ensuring that CGIAR research delivers results. In fact, translating data into 
knowledge can only be achieved through partnership, and it is through effective partnerships that CGIAR ensures 
that robust on-the-ground knowledge brokering is in place to guarantee research findings that benefit smallholders 
worldwide.
In addition, agriculture, where women already bare the biggest share of the burden, is becoming further feminized.  
Therefore, CGIAR research pays special attention to the needs of women in rural areas, and is exploring ways to 
raise their income and nutritional outcomes through system-wide gender strategies. 
With a strong tradition of accountability behind it, CGIAR is committed to provide tangible impact and proven 
results. The organisation has committed, through partnership and collective action, to focus on the global public 
good and to respond effectively to a rapidly changing world.
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